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Is it possible, that there are two Karl Dominicks? Yes, for the last 44 years that is. The twins, Uwe (who lives in South Africa) and Karl, could only be distinguished via the different colours of their shirts on the day of the activation of two farm construction segments. Both brothers have a successful history of implementing numerous business-related projects together, be it in Germany or South Africa or…

Their current business development, the Kirschauer Aquakulturen GmbH, will produce approximately 180 metric tons of fish per year. The production process is carried out in a highly technical recirculation aquaculture system, and marketable fish will be harvested every month of the year. 
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The entire system is housed in an old weaving mill, which offers a usable area of 2 100 square meters. 
The project makes fish products in Kirschau as innovative and attracting as the previously operational weaving mill, which at its time, was renowned for its high quality weaved materials. Even for German circumstances, the production plant impresses due to its unique colossal size. The farm system, which was manufactured and shipped in kit form from George, South Africa, is now entirely installed and ready for action. Dr. Chris Furché, an aquaculture specialist from 
Aquaculture Insight Pty Limited was on-site for 3 months to assemble the complete system together with four construction workers. 
On the opening day, Karl Dominick explained to the attendees that “Starting with a wild idea, up to the implementation phase, did not even take 12 months.” In the meantime, 1000 pike perch fingerlings, as well as tilapia and pike perch brood stock are already prancing around in the enormous quarantine tanks. The first brood stock batch has also been introduced into the hatchery. 
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[image: image4.emf]In 8 to 10 weeks, the first fingerlings will be transferred into the main system, where in approximately 6 months they will be harvested. But not only pike perch and tilapia will be grown in the system. Both char and trout will also become part in the production of the farm. 
The farm’s most essential and quantitative working medium is water (the system requires roughly 380 000 litres of it). The water gets circulated and biologically filtered on a daily basis, which is a technical masterpiece, just like the entire system.
The farm also presents challenges to young people, like Karl’s son, Sven, who has just started his aquaculturist training program at the Neustädter Forellen- und Lachszucht Ermisch CC and will complete a further practical training 
period at the farm in Kirschau during winter. For the duration of the last months, Gunter Ermisch was always available for expert advice and support. The Leibnitz-Institute for Water ecology and Inland-fisheries of the Research Association Berlin, as well as the Institute for Inland-fisheries Association of Potsdam, were also part of the specialist team. 

Already, the minds of the two Dominicks are set on new development plans, which involve the expansion of the fish farm, including a processing facility for freshwater fish. The property has been acquired, and the implementation of further framework on 48 000 square meters is very close to commencement. 
The commitment towards the new local economy of the Kirschau industry logically does not only impress the town’s major, Sven Gabriel. The Administration of District is also willing to play open cards with the Kirschauer Aquakulturen GmbH.
Saxony’s largest Aquaculture Farm has been opened











